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Photographers Supporting Photographers ~a Non  -Profit Community Photo Club

BEACH PHOTO CLUB

WELCOME

The Beach Photo Club
is a local community
interest club, which is
volunteer-driven  to
promote
interest and knowledge
of photography. We
strive to provide activi-
ties and services as
agreed to by the mem-
bers and to promote
the appreciation and
participation in the
photographic arts.

Wedre on

beachphotoclub.com
info@beachphotoclub.com

"l always wanted to be a
photographer. | was

fascinated with the mate-

rials. But | never

dreamed | would be hav-

ing this much fun. 1
imagined something
much less elusive, much
more mundane.

Lee Friedlander
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Waterfall Workshop - Sat. June 6

In Field Mentoring Session

Have you always wondered how other pho-
tographers get those milky shots of water?
Wanted to try it for yourself, but need help.
Or perhaps you love the power of the water,
and want to capture the patterns produced
by rushing water. Then this workshop / out-
ing is for you! David Sweeney will guide
members to several waterfall locations in
the Hamilton and Dundas Valley area
approx. 1 hour west of Toronto. We will
spend some time at the first location going
over some of the basics with regards to
shooting water, the tools used to create
these images, and other aspects such as
safety, weather conditions, etc.

It is highly recommended that everyone at-
tending owns a tripod, and brings it! We will
use our tripods. It is also recommended to
purchase a neutral density filter (ND-4 is
perfect!). Either a screw on type filter, or a
graduated ND filter such as the ones made
by Cokin or Singh-Ray. If you do not have
one, David has a couple of spares you can

e S | wEEEggEEoy play with.

: Sweeney

Itinerary for the day as follows:

e 8:00am - meet @ Starbucks in the
Beach (Across from the running room)

e 9:15am - Approximate Arrival, Tiffany
Falls (Hamilton), talk and demo to follow
upon arrival, approx 20 minutes.

e 10:20am - Back to cars, drive to
Washboard Falls with arrival approx
10:35am.

e 10:40am - talk about classifications of
waterfalls - shoot @ washboard falls.

e 11:00am - Transport to Albion Falls

e 11:20am - Arrive @ Albion Falls - shoot
to 12:30pm

e 12:30pm - Lunch.1:00pm - transport to
Waterdown Falls

e 1:30pm - Waterdown Falls, shoot until

e 2:15pm. Present additional falls as an
option.

Approx end of workshop 2-3pm

PLEASE PACK A LUNCH! We will eat in
the park.

Year End Club Social

When: Thursday June 18

Wher e: John
98 Glen Davis Cr.

Wal | acedq

RRSP: ziggydoodle@rogers.com
BYOB for liquor.

Accepting pot luck salads, snacks and
sweets to supplement the evenings meal

Spouses are welcome.
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Wind Swept Inspiration

It didn't matter how many times |
clicked the heels of my little red
welly's, the 50+ winds still threat-
ened to blow us and the tents
away to some place other than
0Z.

There is something so special
about the Canadian Shield. With
vast, smooth slabs of granite, cov-
ered with a multi coloured patch
work of moss and lichen. Winds
swirling from the cool waters of
Georgian Bay. Mosquitoes and
bl ack flies nipp
eyes, ears or anything else that
might be exposed! And this is how
three BPC members and | spent
our May long weekend 7 camping.

Our three day in-field mentoring
session was one focused on early 5
AM rises to catch the first rays of
morning light. Discussing visual
attributes of having strong, interest-
ing fore-ground, mid-ground and
back-ground. In search of beaver
ponds and granite rock formations
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I Georgian Bay

by Toni Wallachy

with windswept eastern white pine,

all characteristics of the islands and
much of the shoreline of the
bay. The rugged beauty of the area
inspired landscapes by artists of the
Group of Seven, painters and pho-
tographers alike.

An abundance of wildlife filled our
northern backyard. First sighting
was of a mama moose and her
newly born calf. This along with the
adolescent black bear was Eric
Neuvillesd first
jestic Canadi an

i nthe wild. Maureen and | delighted

over a hawk that almost became a
hood ornament to her van. His full
wing span almost covered the front
wind shield from corner to cor-
ner. And of course there were the
usual suspects é
of dear, rabbit, blue herons and red
tailed hawks, even a snake thrown
into the mix.

The weather was a mixed bag of
treats. Howling winds that threat-
ened to turn our tents into kites,
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Wi air, Shelter was easily sot in thei n

e

covered vestibule of chez Neuville
Castle. A tent large enough to
house an army. Warmth was easily
found by a roaring fire, and many
layers of fleece. Many laughs were
had over our
s i o i sthis came about from a
disclosed secret of mine, where |
save dryer lint to easily start our
evening camp fires. **

If you are interested in joining us for fu-
ture In -field mentoring sessions, please
feel free to contact either myself or David
Sweeney

Book Review by Felicity Somerset

To become a better photographer it is not enough to learn about technique and the rules of image composition. It is
also important to study the work of successful photographers and to spend time looking at outstanding images to iden-
tify what it is that makes a great image. This will help you to educate your photographic eye and also refine your per-
sonal photographic fAtasteo.

So this month, | have chosen to review a recent book by Sam Abel, The Life of a Photograph . Sam Abel is an ac-
claimed American photographer whose work has been widely published, by the National Geographic and others. He
also has produced a number of photographic books.

Apanty

What | particularly |iked about this book was Abel d6s thou
comments about seeking the picture, he suggests o6Life rar
often from a single strand of interesti a di st ant hori zon, a moment of light, a
seeking the picture is fa process with no absolute endinq
graph. o

The book presents a eranging@nades imfused by his Avwn @drsoral stylé ashaeapproach. Using

side-by-side images to explore different perspectives on a specific subject, he illustrates his thinking about how to
make a photograph. In some cases, he also adds his written thoughts. The result is a book that will make you think
about your own photography and that of others at a deeper level.

Sam Abel, The Life of a Photograph , National Geographic Society, Focal Point, 2008, $45.00

Tip for summer reading As you are out and about this summer, tak
are often found outside a bookstore in the good

tography. | found over $60.00 worth of books this week for less than $18,00 including tax. Good hunting!
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http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_3GPot8c9OZY/ShcJHEVl_lI/AAAAAAAAACY/lPDpm4ANTv4/s1600-h/Kilbear+(1+of+1).jpg
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Closing Season Comments by john wallace BLOG SPOTS

Spring Renewal

What a glorious time of the year as Nature renews herself in a bounty of
blooms and glowing shades of green. So too with the Beach Photo Club.
Though our current season is coming to a close, the executive is intently
engaged in preparing for the new year beginning in September.

As in the cycle of Nature - recurring, growing, evolving - those charged
with directing the club seek to keep the club's activities fresh, engaging
and responsive to the interests of all the members, seizing on opportuni-
ties for growth and modifying programs based on how they operated or
were received.

In the past we have sought to expand opportunities for members to share
their work. We are probably unique in the GTCCC in the number of exhibi-
tions of members works we arrange in the year. A couple of years ago we
also began to market greeting cards featuring members images. Such ini-
tiatives have led many members to engage in that same kind of initiatives
on their own.

As technology advanced in photography the club embraced the changes
developing a online presence, both with a website and a gallery. As well
new equipment was purchased, such as a monitor calibrating device and a
digital projector. The newsletter was revivified and is now distributed elec-
tronically.

In this past season our online profile was enhanced with a Flickr group
and a Blog. In terms of programs, we made tentative steps in starting a
Mentoring program and a Portfolio Group. With regards to contests, this
year we introduced a digital competition.

To help us go forward we recently held 2 planning sessions where the
input of members was vital in getting fresh viewpoints and shaping how we
proceed. Out of these we have decided to incorporate into at 8 least regu-
lar meetings, half hour instruction and question and answer periods. Our
Portfolio sessions will become more structured and focused, offering real
opportunities for growth. We will also a third contest, so that there will be

2 digital and 1 print.

| am particularly pleased that a number of members have stepped forward
to join the executive so that we can better handle and make a success of
all the opportunities we are planning for members.

On that note, | would like to wish you all a most enjoyable summer, full of
great picture taking. ~

Did you know that we have a club
BLOG now? Check i

Beachphotoclub.blogspot.com

Want to post something to the BPC
BLOG? Just drop us a quick email with
the info and we will gladly post it.

info@beachphotoclub.com

MAY POSTS of Il nter

e Call for Submissions
e RAW - BPC member art shows

e Canadian Wildlife Photography of
the Year Contest

e Waterfall Workshop - June 6th
2009, 8:00am

e For Sale: Flashtrax XT

e A New Direction For Visual Arts

Ontario

e Upcoming Beach Photo Club Exhi-

bitions

e Photo Tip 5 -- Take More, And

Erase Your Shots

e Photo Tip 4 -- Photographing Chil-

dren

e Photo Tip 3 -- Place Your Subject
Off-center

Photo Tip 2 -- Use Optical Rather Than
Digital Zoo...

e Photo Tip 1 -- Move In Closer

Newsletter and BLOG submissions are happily accepted.
Please send to:

info@beachphotoclub.com

Photo Tip of the month

When hand holding your camera, be sure that your shutter speed
is fast enough to produce a sharp photo. Your shutter speed
should always be shorter than the reciprocal of twice your lens
length.

Member Matters

20090 2010 membership
forms will be out soon. Make
sure you renew yearly. Your
current membership will save
you $$$.

All discounts and deals are
published on the Beach Photo
BLOG.

Beachphotoclub.blogspot.com
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Wind Swept Inspiration T Georgian Bay

continued

A wind swept white pine and Toni shooting at AY Jackson Falls by Sudbury.

Photods by Maureen Littl ewood

Doing a pre -sun set weather check on the
shores of Georgian Bay

Photo by Catherine McKinnon

Early morning drama. HRD image

Photo by Toni Wallachy



